). Interestingly, seminiferous tubules, which have mature sperm in their lumen ( Figure  2a , arrow, and Figure 2b ), showed weak MT staining, whereas the tubules, which consist ofdifferentiating spermatogenic cells but do not contain sperm in their lumen ( Figure  2a , arrow- 
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.. ules that were in the process of spermatogenesis ( Figure  2a ).
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In contrast to very weak cytoplasmic staining in supporting cells on Day 7, spermatogonia on the face ofthe basal membrane were strongly stained on Day 14 ( Figure  2d ). However, in 21-day-old rat testis MT staining was no longer observed in the spermatogonia, but was strong in the leptotene spermatocytes, the earliest stage of prophase of meiotic division, located in the central portion of et al., 1985; Timms et al., 1976 Timms et al., , 1977 . A possible role t;f the basal cell as nurse cell was proposed by Aum#{252}ller et al. (1981) .
Because MT has been speculated to act as a storehouse for and a donor of Zn to other macromolecules (Bremner, 1987; Webb, 1979; K#{228}gi and Nordberg, 1978) et al., 1987; Bataineh et al., 1986) .
A few lines of evidence that the secreted materials in these lobes were positively stained for MT, that semen contained large amounts ofZn (Mawson and Fisher, 1953) , and that nuclei ofactively growing basal cells contain a high level of Zn (Chandler and Timms, 1977) together with MT ( Fig.  4C) 
